THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Basher** Reply 

(Cmtiflafd/row third past.) 

thin far : I then ignorant ly believed, a* you now 
do. that only one church, or eupulymK tbo cense, 
one denomination, was the church of Christ, and 
•II others were of the world, out of Christ, and 
would be ioet; and that unlesB a man was ba|»tizid 
by us into our denomination he wan not baptized 
in'o Christ, or into a saved state. I now Iwlieve 
that I waa baptized into the Father and the Son 
and the Holv Spirit, that you expelled me from the 
German Baptist ehurch but could not and did not 
destroy my relation to these wondrous names ; that 
I am in them yet, and wherever a penitent believer 
is baptized into the Father, Son and Holy 
be li baptized into the same relation to 
which [ stand, whether it be dune by an 
der, Conservative, Progressive, Me hodist, River 
Brethren, Greek, or evauKilical clergyman 01 any 
Chiislian church. And now the question resolve* it- 
•clfintothis. II yon and the German Baptist church 
»re in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, when we, 
or clergyman of othei denominations baptize a be- 
liever into tho««; names, he is inducted into the 
same body— relation with God— in which you 
atand, and such baptism will be accepted by you 
at) legal. But if you are not in the Father, the 
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Bon and the Holy Spirit, he must be rcbaptizwl to 
pet into the body with you and where you arc. But 
■peaking of my views and speech then, and my 
views now, you say : 

"Bashor, who were the brethren then I Who 
were they in 1877, only seven years ago V And 
then your reasoning was founded upon the scrip 
tar*, and has the scripture changed in seven abort 
yearn ? Now you can get a fair understanding." 
In 1877 I thought the only brethren, it mine, in 
Christ, were the German Baptists ; I now believe 
the sancii fied children of God everywhere, those 
who oUy God in all churches, are my bu-thren. I 
then, erroneously supposed my views were founded 
upon the scripture. I now sec the error and have 
changed my views to harmonize with the scrip- 
tures. The scriptures have not changed, I have 
changed. 

Calvert [I want to tell this audience, that 
Bashor has not authority from our Church to bap 
tize lot us and cannot do it, and that all that he 
evir had be got Irom us before, and we took it 
back again by U'llinj* him, it he would not listen 
to the counsel ot the brethren lie had no place 
among us ; ano he preferred that, he 
thanked God, us did HoUinger, that the 
bad don^; and said what they had.] 

Comment. I never received authority from the 
German Baptist annuo! meeting to baptize. I 
received that authority tiom the loeal congrega- 
tion in which I resided at the time of my ordina- 
tion to the ministry. The last church certificate I 
received from a local church, not yet •Yx|ielled ,, by 
annual meeting was in 1882 trom the Fairview 
church, Ohio, alter Arnold's Grove annual meeting 
had presumed to suspend me trom the ministry, 
at.d in that letter my authority to preach and bap- 
tize was reasserted and restated. All the authority 
1 ever received from yon was from a local congre- 
gation, and no local congregation ever took it 
away. I am authorized to baptize for the Church 
of Christ. If you German Baptists are not a 
part of that church then, of course, I am not au- 
thorized to baptize for you. Men out ot Christ 
mgst do that. Do you *'get the idea." 

Calrerf. Now I do not think ha might to abuse us much for 
what he thanked God Almighty that it had been done and that 
they were now free. 

Oiimenl. When you say that I thanked God Almighty that 
yon expelled me, und that I then abuse you for It, you resort to 
what you uught to know Is a fabrication and a slander. Why do 
you persist in misrepresenting me I Ib it because yon canuot 
place me In a sufficiently unenviable position without it t Come 
now Jessie. 

Vul>- 1 it. Now lie says our teaching la contrary to the word of 
God ; wholly disobedience to Jesus Christ. How in the name of 
reason can lie accept people, that are wholly disobedient to Jesus 
Christ, on their baptism, received from suvh a Church 1 

Comment. Now Sir. unless you respect that I say your teaching 
is "umollv disobedience to Jesus Christ," and contrary to the word 
oft; i ill I call upon you to produce the proof or Stand before the 
world a willful falsifier. 1 said no such thing, and It is unuleas- 
anlto deal with a man who has no regard for truth. 

CalHerl. Is ;that not inconsistent r I want you to look at It 
fairly, and I am not using any unpleasant feature at all. 

Comment. It is not inconsistent for me to accept trine immer- 
sion from German Baptists when I believe trine Immersion is 
■Gospel baptism, when administered into the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. If misrepresenting a man 
Is no "unpleasant feature," then you are pleasant, very. 

Calvert. I want you to get that Idea ; if they are the same body 
■witli us and we admit them into our Church upon that, why our 
baptism is either annulled or theirs is. If they are the same body 
a* ours, even then they throw away their baptism In order to get 
these individuals into their Church. 

Comment. Well that is ft pretty hard idea to "get." We rec- 
ognize nine immersion M Christian baptism when administered 
by us, or any other branch of the Christian Church, and It is hard 
tone how the acceptance of Christian baptism when performed 
ay others, annuls the Christian baptism administered by us to 
another party. We do not throw away our baptism by accepting 
baptized by the same mode Into the same name, by other | 


Christian work when performed by others. Do you "get the 

Colmt. I wonder whether the right way l» changed so soon. 
Don't want anybody unless they come aright, and the only right 
was, as held up by that great man, to be baptized into the same 
body where you held your membership, and Jou cannot be tlwre 
at all, for now listen! Brother Bashor says: " We recognise mtr- 
selce* as bring thr tody of Ckrirt and there la no way on earth, ac- 
cording to the teaching of the Bible, by which you can get Into 
that body, without being baptized." 

Comment. The "right way Is not changed so toon," I have 
changed In seven years from Hie wrong way to the right. The 
Brethren do not claim to have a monopoly or all that Is entitled 
to be called the body of Christ, that is in the world, as you do for 
the Church to which you belong. 

Calctrt. Is that true P then you certainly will not scold me 
much more, will you f 
Comment. Who has been scolding you, Jesse ? 
Coirert. Now I give you this as being what the leading man of 
your neighborhood delivered only seven years ago. and he says he 
drew his conclusions from the Bible, stating facts that stood for. 
ever and ever, and declared there was no way under heaven to get 
Into the Church of Jesus Christ, or any other Church, where you 
would hold jour membership, ouly by being baptized there. Is 
that correct? 

Ointment. I aald then I drew my conclusions from the word of 
God. but I was mistaken when I stated it, as you are now In be- 
lieving it. lam sorry I said it. since I was mistaken, and old 
men, such asyouare-now being misled by my boyish utterances. 
I will do mv part to correctly Instruct you now. Will you follow 
me and the Gospel uow T 

Calter:. I know there is some talk about men having authority 
lobapiiw) when they are called t« preach. Jesus gave the apostles 
Uu-ii tlrst commission : "Go to the lost sheep of the house of Is- 
rael mid cast out devils, heal the sick, preach the kingdom." hut 
not a word about baptizing. 

Comment. What are we lo learn from this I That you do not 
believe Christ authored his ministry to baptize r And yon A» 
not believe ministers should ever baptize r If no! that, what do 
you mean r 

Calixrt. Jesus Christ, as you will find by turning to John, did 
all that worn that was done, while he lived in this world, and aft- 
er his death and resurrection lie gave them their commission; 
"Go ye now not only to the lost sheep of Israel, but to all the 
world ; preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth 
baptize him In the name of the Father an J of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost " 

Now we get the Idea of the baptism of John. Says he, the bap- 
tism of John was authorized from heaven, but now the thought 
Is. Will 1 rebaptize John's disciples r Why, he says he had not 
heard ofthe Holy Ghost. 

That would ant have made any difference. Paul could have 
as easily given the Holy Gli.wt by lay lug on of hands before as 


afterwards, had it been accord Uw to God's word, I wautyou to 
get the idea, as the apostle declares no one ever got into Christ 
ouly by being baptized iiimliim, and that they could not he bap- 
tiled into Jesus until he came, consequently he re baptized every 
one of John's disciples, when they came to him, for you heard the 
disciples of John complain and say lo liiui: "Behold he to whom 
thou bearest witness, the same baptized snd all men come to 
him." "Well did I not tell you that I must decrease and that he 
must Increase V" But you do not get the Una that he transferred 
ttieni. 

Comment. Ah, that is It. Y.iu were only opening the way to 
prove that Christ re- Imp'. I zed all of John's disciples. Will you 
show where he rebaptlzed Peter, Jainea,nr John, or where Paul or 
any of the apostles rebnpltzed Appoints? Where we find any of 
your members who have not heard "whether there he any Holy 
Ghost" we will further instruct them and do unto thenias Paul 
did to those mentioned In Acts 10. 

Culvert. Then If our teaching differs so widely as they declare 
it does, certainly I cannot accept of their work. If we are where 
they sar wo stand, surely ws cannot have much communion or 
union together, and it would be detrimental and undermining the 
whole Christian system lo open that wide door, because you have 
the right to the notion or mode. We may teach you.lt is said 
here, after you get Into the family or God. 

Cm«ment. We do not differ as to the mode. We have never 
hshl such difference, and it is hard to see how your accepting 
without rebaptlztng, parsons baptized into Christ would he "detri- 
mental and undermining to the whole Christian system"- unless 
you were not In Christ yourselves. In such instances it might 
damage the persons received, or be detrimental to Ahe cause of 
Christ tor them to go over to you 

Calvert. I give you these thoughts because it has been hurled 
against us time and again how bad we are, how wicked, how un- 
godly ; and Just the other day, I am told, that Bashor said, we as 
a people had denounced them as drunkards, as liars, and as adul- 
terers. Why 1 Because we rebaptlaed a young woman who 
asked it of our hands and who had been baptized by them. 

Comment. In the tlrst place the "young woman" told the fam- 
ily ot S. L. Clingaman the morning of her rebaptlstu, that she did 
not think being rehaptlzed would do her any good, that bIk told 
you that she would "join" If you would take her without rebaptiz- 
ing. and that you said you wtuld if the "others'* were willing; 
that you consulted the other preachers, and they said she must be 
rebaptlzed, and that the ouly .easou she knew for It was, you 
told bar that liar baptism was "wrong" that iu her circumstances 
it would be better Tor her to "Join" as she conld have wore peace 
—among her German Baptist relatives. The family of Mr. Cling- 
aman are ot unlropeach»b\p veracity. 

In the second place, I did not say that you had "denounced" 
us 'as drunkards, as liars and as adulterers," but I did say that 
you accepted the baptism administered by Elders whom you 
afterwards expelled and who according to your own testimony 
had been Hare and adulterers in your own Church, while 
you rebaotlzed when you had an opportunity, every one babtlzed 
by us, and tlnrehy showed that you put us a people, lower In the 
scale of Christianlty.thau you do liars, drnnkards and adulterers. 
"Do you now get the idea Y" 

Culvert, Did you talk that way about those brethren ? If you 
did I want everyone of you to make an acknowledgement. I want 
the world to know that It Is not true. I do not allow such things 
lo go out deceiving the candid, the young and honest, and throw- 
Ing out such a thought aa that to the world and not allow us even 
in our own houss to tell the world we have not said any such 
thing and never have set them up In that way. 

Comment. How can you help allowing such things to go out, 
when the misrepresentation was made by yourself for your breth- 
ren r If yon refuse to report us correctly you must shoulder ths 
consequences of the false reports that go out. Of course, you do 
not want people deceived. A careful reading of your sermon will 
prove that. 
Cdlterf. Any of them and all have a place In our hearts and 


*tergymen. We only show thai we are willing to recognize \ prayers and can return any day and we will meet them on the 


Bible. Bo"; when we get Into any society, a debating school, or 
an Odd Fellows hall, or a Free Mason lodge, we go there upon the 
principles and not to have our own way .and and a hundred thous- 
and members must bow to us, because we are young aid smart 
or we will tear them all to pieces. Thai istbe principle upon 
which we are divided this morning. Do yo think there to any ' 

difference now, my friends? 

Comment. The place we have In your hearts to up in the "north 
corner," If anywhere. So after all it leaks out in the close ot 
your sermon that the reason you expelled us, and we are now di- 
vided is because we were 'young and smart" and wanted our own 
way, and rather than let ns have It. yon expelled us and took your 
own. This to as nearly the truth as you could have posdbly stated 
It. We will meet you on the Bible, and this has been our desire 
from the beginning, but you refused* unless we would lug annual 
meeting along, and 'there's the rub. 

Calvert. 1 believe that they hold up the Idea that there to not 
much difference in our preaching | not much difference In onr 
practice. I give ynn the Ideas aa we get them from their own 
production and nek a candid perusal of the same, that we may 
be sure that we are not out of the same body. 

Comment. You Just said that we preached that you were so very 
different from us that you were "wholly disobedient to the fiord f 
Jesus Christ." and your "teaching contrary to the word of God' ;" 
now you say we "hold up the Idea that there la not much differ- 
ence in our preaching ; not muoh In our practice." Which state- 
ment are we to lielleve , the first or the tasfr Not satlsfled with 
misrepresenting Paul, our people, and me. you now tare round, 
and begin to misrepresent and contradict yourse'f. No wonder ( 
your se'mon had the effect to bring some of your most intelligent 
young members over to us. 

Calvert. If yon wish to unite there I have nothing to say, but 
I don't want the world deceived, and I bless God that after all 
that has been said against ns— of m going to ruin— Hint more 
than two thousand have been baptized during 18S4— a great many 
more than lwo thousand— a ud have accepted Junt what I told you 
as the faith and practice of the body of Christ held up from the 
first organization as we Arid It in the United States, and conse- 
quently we expect to stand by it until we are done with the world. 
Comment. You have nearly 200(1 preachers and unless yon re- 
ceive 2000 members a year each one of them will not have one per- 
person to baptize. Besides, if you do not increase faster than that 
you will die out of existence, af upwards of 2000 or your members 
died last year. Besides you lost several hundred who came to us, 
went to the Old Order German Baptists; or other Christian *- 
Churches. How many 'fell from grace," it is hard to tell. Per- 
haps several hundred. You see you bad to baptize "a grent many 
more than 2000," to keep even with the numbers with which tou 
began the year. 

Calvert. 1 leave these thoughts with you. May Ool help us to 
look at whatave are doing rightly and live together as brethren, 
and have the spirit at least, of kindness ; and if these things are 
so detrimental and wrong, come to us. as we read in the 18th 
chapter of Matthew, and talk together and reason with .end) oth- 
er, but not with an uplifted and proud heart and stubborn will— 
I will have my own way or none at all. 

Comment. We tried the 18th chapter of Matthew on yon, and 
aRer all Is over, we remember i hat "a .burnt ch'.Ul is afraid of the 
Are." Besides we are In good company where we are. 

Cu'uerf. In conclusion let me say, the door is open ror all (hat 
swept of these principles of the Bible, for they are the principles 
of God, and by observing them they make you a brother, a slater 
or mother to the Lord Jesus Christ. We invite the world lo the 
commuuion, that is, on the sent Imeut of the Bible ; we invite you ^ 
to have a membership among ua by obeying tho gospel, and observ- 
ing the commandments of the La>rd and hearing the counsel Riv- 
en by our fathers and mothers for our good, believing their ex per- 
lence is of advantage to us and wilt guide us through the world to 
our eternal home. 

Comment. Bo jou Anally invite the "world" to your commuuion 
on the sentiment of the Bible. We first endeavor to convert the 
world to Christ, then invite the converted portion of it to the 
Lord's table "upon the sentiment of the Bible." II you invite 
the world to a membership among you, we invite them to unite 
with the people of God. If not with us with some other branch 
of the Christian ruurch. You invite them to "obey the Gospel," 
observe the commands of the Lord, and hear the counsel given by 
your fathers and mothers." We invite them to obey the Gospel, 
and It ouly, believing that It is profitable for doctrine, for reproof 
and correction : for Instruction In righteousness, snd through it 
the man of God will be perfect, thoroughly furnished In every 
good work. 

Now Mr. Calvert a few words of Instruction and then you may 
go. The differences existing between us, are those arising from 
the misrule of elders, and the assumption of authority by annual 
meetlug. 

When annual meeting decided that the clergy should not offici- 
ate at the communion services, exercise the functions of commit- 
teemen In the conducting "f Church business ; and when men 
were ineligible to the ortke of deacon or preacher, and were pro- 
nounced unworthy of receiving an approved certiAcate unlesa 
they combed their hair In one Of the three alyles, and wore a cer- 
tain cut of coat ; when women were proscribed In the form of 
head dress they should wear ; when the decisions of annual meet- 
ing sanctioned the expulsion of men of un Impeachable moral and 
Christian character, without a fair, impartial trial | when the de- 
cisions of annual meeting were made mandatory, and the doc- 
trine was preached, that the Gospel alone was not sufficient for 
the government of the church *, and that we needed rules outside 
ofthe Gospel "to keep the Church together. ' We protested 
against these Innovations and corruptions as contrary to the will 
and law of God. Your part of the church held that we must obey 
whatever annual meeting enacted and annual meeting must vin- 
dicate Its committees by accepting every thing they did, good or 
or bad. (Bead report of Amold'e Grove conference, 1882.} even ( 
to their expulsion of men without the semblance of a trisl. When 
committees visited churches to expel "modern progressives" they 
demanded that a vote of the church should be taken to learn who 
"would stand by the brotherhood loyal to the sMNMl m'.etino, and 
the Oo»pet as interpreted by it." All who refused to profess loyalty 
and pledge lldelity to "annual meeting" were expe I led. They. In 
many instances, declared their determined purpose to stand by the 
Gospel and the Gospel alone, as their rule ot religious faith and 
practice. For this they were expelled as "disloyal to the annual 
meeting." But you soon saw these tactics would, if persisted In, 
result In the expulsion of a majority of the churches. You drop- 
ped the old line of policy, changed front and to save your sinking 
cause, began to preach that you were progressive too. and believed 
the Gospel alone was sufficient for the government ot the church: 
but you still needed an annual meeting for advice, and dropped 
the. discussion of issues between ns. You did this not beoau e 
yon loved the principles of "Gospel atone" religion, hut because 
you hated tbe "Progressives" more. You now come Into this 
community and every other, where you have expelled "modern 
Progressives, "and prmetlc*. tbe very things for which you expelled 


